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Disciple Express 

                  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

I recently attended the memorial service for a very 
good friend of the family. On the life and times folder 
for this young man's service were written the words, 
Get Busy Living. This was the philosophy of the man 
being remembered on that day. This special person 
was remembered for his love of God and family. He 
lived life to the fullest. He had the biggest smile you 
have ever seen. When you were around him, you 
could not help but smile, too.  

The phrase, Get Busy Living, was a line from the 
popular film, Shawshank Redemption. Now I'm not 
sure when or where that phrase first originated, but 
the thought has been around for a long , long time. 
The scriptures remind us that life is short and that 
now is the time to act, now is the time “to live.”  

So how should we live? In his letter to the Colossians. 
Paul tells us to live in union with Christ Jesus. Keep 
our roots in him. Become stronger in our faith. Be 
filled with thanksgiving. Don't be enslaved by the old 
life, the life before you accepted Christ Jesus as Lord. 
In other words Get Busy Living.  

When Jesus died on the cross, he destroyed the 
power of sin in our lives. We have been resurrected 
along with Christ. We are new creatures. Through the 
Holy Spirit, we have access to the power of God to do 
the impossible. Are you claiming God's power in your 
life? What holds you back from living life to the 
fullest? Give it to God so you can Get Busy Living.  

This month we remember Jesus' death and 
resurrection. Easter is a celebration of life, new life, 
when it was least expected. Even Jesus' closest 
followers didn't get it. Mourning the loss of their Lord, 
they hid behind closed doors, afraid and confused. 
And then Jesus appeared to them and told them not 
to be afraid. He gave them the great command- “Go 
out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this 
way of life. I'll be with you as you do this, day after  

day after day.” In other words Get Busy Living!  

May it be so for us all!  
And All God’s Children Said,  
“Amen.”  

Pastor Karen                                                        

Pastor Karen will be on vacation March 9-19. If you 

are in need of a pastor during this time, you can contact 
Pastor Brody Tubaugh at 712-484-2247 (church) or by 
email, brodytubaugh@gmail.com  

Prayer Vigil  

We will have a Prayer Vigil at our church on Saturday, 
March 30, from 7am – 9pm. We encourage you to 
commit to 30 minutes of prayer time on this Saturday 
before Easter Sunday. A sign up sheet will be available in 
the church entry way or you can call the church office to 
sign up for a time.  

Good Friday Service  

The Ecumenical Good Friday Service will be at the 
Oakland Sharon Presbyterian Church at 7:30pm on 
Friday, March 29. Please join us for this special time of 
worship during Holy Week.  

Sunrise Service  

The Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service will be held at the 
Carson Cemetery at 7am. on Easter morning. Following 
the service, a breakfast will be served at the Carson 
Community Building.  

Our traditional Easter Service at the Oakland UMC will 
be at the usual time, 10am.  

2013 Planning Session  

Following worship on February 10, we gathered in the 
fellowship Hall to talk about ways, as a church, we can 
serve God and our neighbors in 2013. We focused on 
five practices as outlined in a book by Robert Schnase, 
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. The following 
five practices were discussed: Radical hospitality, 
Passionate worship, Intentional faith development, Risk-
taking mission and service, and Extravagant generosity.  
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March Calendar of Events 

 
Sun, Mar 3 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School/Confirmation Class/Choir Practice 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship/Communion/Prayer Vigil sign-up 
 11:00 a.m.  Koinonia 
 11:15 a.m.  Adult Lenten Bible Study 
 5:00 p.m.  Hispanic Worship Service 
Mon, Mar 4 6:30 p.m.  Dave Ramsey FPU 
Wed, Mar 6 6:30 p.m.  Jr.& Sr. High Youth Groups 
Sat Mar 9—Tue Mar 19  Pastor Karen on vacation 
Sun, Mar 10 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School/Choir Practice 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship/One Great Hour of Sharing/Daylight Saving 

Time begins 
 11:00 a.m.  Koinonia 
 5:00 p.m.  Hispanic Worship Service 
Mon, Mar 11 6:30 p.m.  Dave Ramsey FPU 
Wed, Mar 13 6:30 p.m.  Jr.& Sr. High Youth Groups 
Sun, Mar 17 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School/Choir practice 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship/children sing/3rd Sunday offering 
 11:00 a.m.  Koinonia 
 5:00 p.m.  Hispanic Worship Service 
Mon, Mar 18 6:30 p.m.  Dave Ramsey Classes 
Wed, Mar 20 6:30 p.m.  Jr.& Sr. High Youth Groups 
Thu, Mar 21 7:00 p.m.  Administrative Board Meeting 
Sun, Mar 24 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School/Confirmation/Choir Practice 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship/Palm Sunday 
 11:30 a.m.  Potluck for Heifer Project (chickens/eggs) 
 5:00 p.m.  Hispanic Worship Service 
Mon, Mar 25 6:30 p.m.  Dave Ramsey FPU 
Thu, Mar 28 7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service at Congregational UCC 

Church 
Fri, Mar 29 7:30 p.m.  Good Friday Service @ Sharon Presbyterian Church 
Sat, Mar 30 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Prayer Vigil 
Sun, Mar 31 Approx. 7:00 a.m.  Easter Sunrise Service @ Carson cemetery  

Easter Breakfast to follow at the Carson Community 
Bldg. 

 9:30 a.m.  Choir Warm-up 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship 
 5:00 p.m.  Hispanic Worship Service 
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NURSERY    

 VOLUNTEERS  

3 Suzanne Pierce   

10 Gloria Gleaves   

17 Barb Schorsch   

24 Lindsey Henderson   

31 Kristy Rieken  

  
USHERS,  

      GREETERS, 

 CANDLELIGHTERS 

 3rd ReAnn Hildebrand & Claire Palmer  

             Mary Waggoner & Barbara Schorsch  

Candle lighters 

 Andrew Jones & Sarah Jones 

10th Cathy Grosvenor & Norma Taylor 

 Bud & Marsha Beedle 

Candle lighters 

  Kyra Martens & Kristian Martens 

17th Tim & Dianne White 

 Gene & Gloria Gleaves 

Candle lighters  

 Emma Ehmke & Anna Duhachek 

24th Terry & Cyndy Haines  

             Marvin & Carolyn Clark  

Candle lighters 

 Grace Gleaves & Camryn Pierson 

31stv    Larry & Lucia Kinnison 

              Lyle & Peggy Bentley       

Candle lighters 

      Andrew  & Sarah Jones       
 

KOINONIA  

3rd Joan Shanno  

10th Alan & Connie Gardner  

17th Lynelle Jeppesen  

24th Mary Waggoner  

31st Easter – No Koinonia 
  

 
Teacher’s schedule   -    
Nursery     Kyra Martens 
3rd Pre    Sheila Applegate 
 K-1 Lisa Pierson 
 2-4 Sue Duhachek 
 5-8 Kristy Rieken 
10th Pre Lindsey Henderson 
 K-1 Lynelle Jeppesen 
 2-4 Jenn Wilson 
 5-8 Kristy Rieken 
17th  Pre Jamie Bramman 
 K-1 Lisa Pierson 
 2-4 Sue Duhachek 
 5-8 Kristy Rieken 
24th Pre Sheila Applegate 
 K-1 Lynelle Jeppesen 
 2-4 Jenn Wilson 
 5-8 Kristy Rieken 
 31st    Easter – No Sunday School 
 

5:00p.m. Hispanic Worship Service  
 

                      Host                           Nursery  
 3rd    Lisa Rollins                  Volunteer needed  
10th   Lindsey H.                   Volunteer needed  
17th                   Volunteer needed 
24th                   Volunteer needed 
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I'm Sorry, Father  

A Catholic priest working in an inner city was 
walking down an alley one evening on his way 
home when a young man came down the alley 
behind him and poked a knife against his back. 
"Give me your money," the young man said.  

The priest opened his jacket and reached into 
an inner pocket to remove his wallet, exposing 
his clerical collar. "Oh, I'm sorry, Father," said 
the young man, "I didn't see your collar. I don't 
want YOUR money."  

Trembling from the scare, the priest removed a 
cigar from his shirt pocket and offered it to the 
young man. "Here," he said. "Have a cigar."  

"Oh, no, I can't do that," the young man 
replied, "I gave them up for Lent."  

 

Give Up  

GIVE UP grumbling! Instead, "In everything give 
thanks." Constructive criticism is OK, but "moaning, 
groaning, and complaining" are not Christian 
disciplines.  

GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes in bed! Instead, use that 
time in prayer, Bible study and personal devotion.  

GIVE UP looking at other people's worst points. 
Instead concentrate on their best points. We all have 
faults. It is a lot easier to have people overlook our 
shortcomings when we overlook theirs first.  

GIVE UP speaking unkindly. Instead, let your speech 
be generous and understanding. It costs so little to 
say something kind and uplifting. Why not check that 
sharp tongue at the door?  

GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything! Instead, 
learn the discipline of love. "Love covers a multitude 
of sins."  

GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! Instead, trust 
God with them. Anxiety is spending emotional 
energy on something we can do nothing about: like 
tomorrow! Live today and let God's grace be 
sufficient.  

GIVE UP TV one evening a week! Instead, visit some 
lonely or sick person.  

There are those who are isolated by illness or age. 
Why isolate yourself in front of the "tube?" Give 
someone a precious gift: your time!  

GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself! 
Instead, give the money to God. The money you 
would spend on the luxuries could help someone 
meet basic needs. We are called to be stewards of 
God's riches, not consumers.  

GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard 
of the world! Instead, learn to give up yourself to 
God. There is only one who has the right to judge, 
Jesus Christ.  

Craig Gates, Jackson, MS, "What to Give up for Lent"  
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Here are some thoughts from Rev. Ruben 
Mendoza, Hispanic pastor at Broadway UMC, 
Council Bluffs— and beyond!  

We are facing a world that is becoming more difficult 
and full of economic problems, social problems, a 
changing nature, violence problems and wars. All of 
this makes us think about the life we are living and 
the future that awaits our descendants. The truth is, 
it’s not very encouraging.  

Some people have hope in the government to make 
change in their own finances or positions. Today, it 
seems like the human trust has turned to materials 
things instead of the spiritual. People trust more in 
the things they can see, than the ones they can’t. We 
will feel all of these changes at any moment, sooner 
or later.  

From this predicament comes a question...What role 
does God play in this changing world? And how 
should I perceive God in my life? Something that 
should make us feel confident is that God never 
changes, even when we live in a changing world, we 
have a God who is faithful to his promises and in who 
there is no change.  

The Bible says: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). This passage 
must give us confidence in the things that are 
changing in this world. If our God is the same one as 
always, this means that just like he has been with his 
people in other times and has always protected them 
and supplied their necessities, he will do the same 
with us...notice I am talking about God’s people.  

God’s people are characterized for having complete 
trust in God, and for being with Him all the time and 
under any circumstance. To be in Christ means “Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:39). When we feel this in our 
hearts, we can have confidence in the future without 
worries because it’s in God’s hands.  

  

Think about the past, remember when God supplied 
necessities, or any time where you felt his protection? 
Well, let me tell you that he is the same God of today 
and tomorrow.  

Don’t be afraid of the future, hold God’s hand and he 
will always be by your side and show your kids, family 
and friends to have complete trust in God also.  

Rubén Mendoza                                                         

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Campus Ministry Associate Position  
Collegiate United Methodist Church/Wesley 
Foundation in Ames, Iowa is seeking a Campus 
Ministry Associate.  
This two-year, full-time, mentored internship is 
designed for a young adult exploring a call to Christian 
vocation. In the best of the United Methodist 
tradition, we are seeking a person who combines 
both head and heart in the living out of her or his 
faith. The successful candidate will demonstrate 
experience with and a passion for building community 
among university students and developing student 
leadership.  
Membership in the United Methodist Church is not 
required, but a basic understanding of the 
denomination is helpful. Interests in theology, 
alternative worship, peace and justice, service-
learning and music are especially valuable in this 
setting. Our hoped-for (but negotiable) start date is 
June 1.  
Stipend, housing, health insurance and other benefits 
are included. A bachelor's degree or equivalent must 
be completed by the start date.  
To begin the application process send a cover letter, 
resume, three references and a 1 page reflection on 
your giftedness and vision for this position to Rev. Jim 
Shirbroun, Campus Pastor, Collegiate UMC/Wesley 
Foundation, 2622 W. Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014. 
The application deadline is Monday, April 8. For more 
information contact Rev. Shirbroun @ 515-292-6936 
or jim@cwames.org.  
Jim Shirbroun, Campus Pastor  
Collegiate UMC/Wesley Foundation  

 



Disciple Express 
Every Church Should Be Big!  

A law (or two) of physics tells you that the bigger the 
pond, the larger the stone you need to make a 
respectable splash. You can send all kinds of water 
flying in a mere mud puddle with a moderate-sized 
pebble, but you need a hefty rock in a lake, and a 
whole rock-slide in an ocean. The same principle 
applies to churches.  

I just got off a Healthy Church Initiative consultation 
in one of our larger United Methodist churches here 
in Iowa. No doubt this church is doing “BIG” things, 
with big stones, and a big impact. But it occurs to me 
that that same thing should be said of every church, 
no matter what its size. Oh, it’s not that all churches 
are doing exactly same things with exactly the same 
impact, but that given the size of their pond, they 
each are making a BIG splash.  

I think of the smallest “point” in a “three-point” 
charge I once served. The church was in a tiny, 
unincorporated town of a hundred or so (which, I’m 
certain, included a few dogs on the ledger, too). The 
size of the church’s sanctuary was not as big as some 
people’s living-rooms. It had no Sunday School 
classrooms, just a dugout basement, with cloth 
curtains that could be pulled.  

When we got there the worship attendance some 
Sundays was maybe only four or five, with just one 
child for the children’s sermon, and the building was 
falling to pieces. Sunday school had all but died and 
talk was gathering about closing. But through the next 
few years that little church started to turn around. It 
became the community center for everyone in town 
on wintery nights at the UMW “Suppers”. Lay Witness 
Ministry events drew in even more. AA and Al-Anon 
groups, led by members of that church, met multiple 
nights each week. It restarted its Sunday School and 
then a summer VBS program. It repaired and even 
added onto its building, and became a “mission 
station” for anyone in need in the community. And 
worship attendance began to escalate, sometimes to 
forty or fifty or more. Why it even got to the point 
that the next door Swap Meet had to reschedule their 

event to “start after church” because Sunday morning 
church didn’t allow enough parking for both.  

Clearly, it wasn’t a very big pond that church was in, 
but the splash it made was noticeable to everyone in 
its community. In its own right, it truly was “BIG”– 
which is exactly what I think every church should be.  

It’s not about how big/little your church is in 
comparison to other churches in town/ elsewhere. 
It’s about how BIG of a splash you are making in the 
pond you live in. This is the “mission filed” that Christ 
has called you to, none other. So don’t endeavor to 
throw your rock in someone else’s pond. Create a big 
splash where you live. Why even in the smallest of 
ponds you don’t need a lot, just a pebble – and God 
has already given you that.  

Scott Hibben  

LDM for Evangelism & New Ministry 
____________________________________________ 

One Great Hour of Sharing  

For more than 50 years, United Methodist 
congregations have been taking part in a special One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering, laying the foundation 
for UMCOR’s ministry of relief and hope.  

Donations UMCOR receives through this offering, 
along with other undesignated gifts made throughout 
the year, cover our costs of doing business. They 
make it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all other 
contributions on the projects our donors specify, 
instead of on administrative or fundraising costs.  

UMCOR doesn’t receive United Methodist World 
Service or apportionment funds, so without these 
offerings, UMCOR would not exist.  

Because we keep operating costs under 10% of our 
total budget, undesignated gifts may actually exceed 
UMCOR’s administrative needs. When that happens, 
they are channeled to under-funded programs, where 
they’re most needed. They also may be used to allow 
UMCOR to respond to disasters immediately after an 
event and before funds can be raised.  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS REMEMBER OUR SERVICE MEN 

AND WOMEN 
  

Kristie Copenhaver, John & Mary Lou Copenhaver’s 
daughter;  Jared Myers, son of  
Robert Myers and Sid & Tami  
Skank;  Tyler Williamson, son  
of Michelle Swope; Sonja Husz; 
Lucas Smith, Addie Mae’s grand- 
son; Brian Thornton from Avoca; 
Tyler Clark, Marvin & Carolyn  
Clark’s grandson; Brad Grosvenor, Cathey 
Grosvenor’s son stateside, and other area service 
men and women.  Landen Pedersen, son of Tab and 
Lorie Pederson & great- grandson of Edith Haines 
  

 
If you have a loved one in the service and wish to 
have them listed on our prayer list, please contact 
the church office. 

 

 

1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
7 
8 
9 

11 
14 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 
24 
24 
25 
25 
26 
27 
27 
27 
28 
29 

Molly Nedved 
Collin Forrester 
Sheila Applegate 
Zach Putnam 
Drake Bane 
Jamie Calhoon 
Lucia Kinnison 
Beth Fulton 
J.J. Wilson 
Wayne Colvin 
R.J. Harris 
Pastor Karen Hoff 
Teresa Keiser 
Zachary Thompson 
Dana Gleaves 
Jim Johnson 
Skylar Copenhaver 
Jean Blackburn 
Eric Beedle 
Grant Henry 
Tanner Ford 
Chris Hildebrand 
Dick Merkle 
Noah Kinnison 
Clark Jeppesen 
Cherise Sparks 
Diane Brown 
Roy Bane 
Tiffany Obrecht 
Jake Petersen 
Jayme Beedle 
Alyssa Hamilton 
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Jazz Choir  

The Nebraska Welsey Jazz Choir will be performing 
two concerts in the Southwest District. We hope that 
you will be able to come and enjoy a wonderful, 
music-filled event!  

The 16 voice, “Touch of Class” Jazz Choir will perform 
standards such as “The Way You Look Tonight” and 
“Straighten Up and Fly Right” as well as 
“Summertime” from Porgy and Bess. They will also 
present two novelty pieces, Dizzy Gillispie’s “He 
Beeped When He Shoulda Bopped” and “Pass Me the 
Jazz”, made famous the Swedish a cappella ensemble, 
The Real Group. A featured major work will be Will 
Todd’s “Mass in Blue” with vocal soloists, jazz choir, 
saxophone, piano, bass, and drums. This six-
movement piece is truly jazz as it incorporates many 
jazz elements, blues, improvisation, and thick, rich 
harmonies.  

In addition to the tour performances, the choir will 
give a clinic at Park Hills South in Kansas City. We 
welcome the opportunity to meet with alums 
following the concerts.  

SATURDAY EVENING, MARCH 16  
CONCERT at 7 pm  
Broadway United Methodist Church  
11 South First Street  
Council Bluffs IA  
Free-will offering  

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 17  
CONCERT at 4 pm  
Wilson Performing Arts Center  
300 Commerce Drive  
Red Oak IA  
Free-will offering  
CO-SPONSORED BY  
First Presbyterian Church  

 
 

BIBLE TRIVIA Answers 
1. How was the woman with the issue of 

blood healed by Jesus? She touched the 

hem of his garment—Matt 9:20-22  

2. What woman got up and started doing 

household chores after Jesus healed her of 

a fever? Peter’s mother-in-law—Matt 8:14-

15  

3. What unproductive tree did Jesus wither 

by cursing it? Fig tree—Matt 21:17-20  

4. Where did Jesus work his first miracle? 

Cana-John 2:1-11  

5. Who appeared with Jesus at His 

miraculous transfiguration? Elijah & 

Moses—Matt 17:1-9  

6. Which apostle did Jesus enable to walk  

(briefly) on water? Peter—Matt 14:28-31  

7. What disciples did Jesus call after 

blessing them with an enormous catch of 

fish? Peter, James & John—Luke 5:4-11  

8. Whom did Jesus send to catch a fish 

that had a coin in its mouth? Peter—

Matt 17:24-27  

9. When Jesus healed the blind man of 

Bethsaida, what did the man say people 

looked like? Like trees walking—Mark 

8:22-26  

10. What widow had her son brought to 

life by Jesus? The widow of Nain—Luke 

7:11-15  
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Administrative Board  

Administrative Board Meeting 
January 17, 2013  

Present: Barb Schorsch, Terry Gleaves, Dick Merkle, 
Norma Bolton, Gloria Gleaves, Merlin Jones, Louise 
Merkle, Bernie Bolton, Skip Applegate, Pastor Karen 
Hoff  

After prayer concerns and requests, Pastor Karen led 
the Board in prayer. Chairperson Barb opened the 
meeting.  

Secretary's Report: The report was read. Skip 
motioned to approve the report and Terry seconded.  

Treasurer's Report: Dick explained the November 
and December Treasurer's Reports. Bernie motioned 
to approve the November report and Gloria 
seconded. Norma motioned to approve the 
December report and Merlin seconded. Dick shared 
information presented by Kevin Gowdy, Executive 
Director of UM Foundation, with regard to the 
different investment opportunities available within 
the foundation. Gowdy presented the info to Terry 
Gleaves, Merlin Jones, Dick Merkle, Robin Jefferson, 
and Pastor Karen. Dick presented the 
recommendation of the group. The group suggested 
we place ¼ of each scholarship fund into each of four 
funds (Building Fund Trust, Bond Fund, The Balanced 
Investment Funds, Equity Fund). Merlin motioned to 
approve the group's proposal and Gloria seconded.  

Finance Committee: Terry reported on the 2013 
pledges – 66 givers totaling $103, 284. Last year's 
total was $97, 984.  

Trustees: Pastor Karen reported that on December 
25, the parsonage sewer backed up in the basement. 
P-Nutt was called to roto-rooter and carpet cleaner 
called.  

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Bernie reported 
that he checked the copier lease contract and we are 
being billed correctly. Bernie reported that Dick and 
Jo Kates have been hired as the church's custodians.  

Bernie is in the process of getting a job description 
for them.  

Pastor's Report:  

Calender: Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Program at Sr. 
Citizen Center  

29 HCI Workshop in Harlan  

Dec. 2 Hispanic Team Meeting  

15 Delivered Share Boxes  

(Barb S., Jerry H., Karen H.)  

Jan. 20 Visioning with Ed Kyle  

31 Nursing Home Worship Service  

Feb. 11 Day Apart in Griswold  

13 Ash Wednesday Service at UCC  

18 Dave Ramsey Classes Begin  

24 New Places for New People at Oakland UMC  

Youth:  

During December the Youth went caroling and 
delivered cookie plates.  

In January, a speaker will talk about Dating Violence 
with the youth.  

The group averages about 30 youth, grades 7-12th.  

Lay Leader: Merlin reported he did the Wednesday 
worship service at Crossroads of Western Iowa in 
Missouri Valley (program for people with various 
disabilities).  

Merlin reported he will be preaching at Macedonia, 
Henderson, and Wheeler Grove on January 20.  

Missions Committee: It was reported 150-160 shoe 
box angels were put together.  

Nominations Committee: Pastor Karen reported 
that the board is need of a recording secretary.  

(cont’d)  
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(Administrative Board Minutes cont’d)  

Children's Education Committee: Leigh was not 
present. No report given.  

Adult Education Committee: Kristy/Lynelle were not 
present. No report given.  

Memorial Committee: Lyle was not present. No 
report given.  

Old Business: $400 has been given to be used to 
purchase a nativity set.  

The Healthy Church Initiative was discussed. It was 
decided to not participate in it at this time. Merlin 
made the motion and Louise seconded.  

New Business: Some discussion was held with regard 
to four Belknap Cemetery plots which the owners 
(Zola & William Proctor) would like to give to the 
church. Bernie will talk to them about this.  

It was decided the church will once again offer child 
care for parents enrolled in the Dave Ramsey Classes 
and pay the child care provider out of general fund. 
Dick made the motion to pay the child care giver the 
same amount as last year. Merlin seconded.  

The English Classes have been suspended for the time 
being. If there is interest, classes will resume 
sometime in the spring.  

Louise reported she will be giving a talk at the 
Women's Walk to Emmaus.  

As there was no further business to come before the 
Board, Merlin motioned to adjourn the meeting. Terry 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:15pm.  

Barb closed the meeting with prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,                                             
Pastor Karen Hoff, Recording Secretary Pro tem                                   

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO SOME QUIET 
VOLUNTEERS  

Did you know that every month the church newsletter 
that Sheryl prepares has to be folded and ready to 
mail to you?  

There are some very willing and dedicated church 
members who give of their time to complete this job. 
Here is the list of those volunteers: Ilene and Skip 
Applegate, Carol Wilson, Gloria Gleaves, Louise and 
Dick Merkle, Jean Blackburn, Jessie Shiffer, Leslie 
Cleaveland, Cathey Grosvenor, Eileen Grobe, Hilda 
Beedle, Merle and Veva Larson, Mary Galitz, 
Raymond Galitz, Beverley Zuch and Carolyn Clark.  

A group of 4-5 of these folks gather in the adult 
church lounge at 9:30 am and work for about l -  
1 1/2 hours to complete this task.  

It is GREATLY APPRECIATED what these members do 
and YOU can join this team by calling the church 
office (482-5530) or Dick Merkle (482-3034) and 
signing up for this service to the church.  
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UPDATE FROM MUTARE  

Dear friends and family,  

Greetings once more from Mutare, Zimbabwe!!  

Two of John the Baptist’s followers are curious about 
Jesus, and when Jesus asks: “what do you want?” 
they say they wish to know where He is staying. Jesus 
says to them, “Come and see!” Their response to His 
invitation leads them into a life-changing adventure.  

There is often the promise of something unexpected 
and unknown in an invitation. So it was with an 
invitation we received recently: ‘  

We drove 3 1/2 hours to find ourselves in a remote 
village where lack of rain and overgrazing had left a 
colorless, shade-less landscape, in the midst of which 
stood a freshly painted new home.  

The church members were excited and thankful, the 
floors gleamed and the windows sparkled, and we 
were welcomed by Godfrey, their pastor, who had 
spent the past 3 years completing a degree at Africa 
University while growing 4 small churches in the area. 
His dedication had inspired people to work and raise 
money for the pastor’s house, and what a contrast it 
was to the tiny, dingy, two-roomed building he had 
been sharing with his wife and 3 children all that time.  

The thing is, he would not be living there; all his hard 
work was to benefit the family who would take his 
place as he moved to another church in a different 
part of the country.  

I think of Godfrey’s willingness to follow Jesus and 
serve the church as I read Jesus’ invitation to “come 
and see” – and then later on His challenge to deny 
self, take up the cross and follow Him. It’s an 
invitation to follow a saviour, One who redeems, 
cleanses, forgives and heals – and takes us on a life-
changing adventure.  

I am really thankful to know people like Godfrey 
whose lives speak of dedication and compassion and 
love, and the power of the gospel to change lives.  

CAMPUS NEWS  

March 23-24 many visitors will descend on the 
campus for the festivities celebrating the first 20 
years of Africa University.  

Never a dull moment for my teaching colleagues and 
me (Jane) with a class of 82 students. Now that they 
have one semester of English behind them, it’s so 
much more fun to watch them participate in drama, 
debates and Bible study. They so much enjoyed a” 
treasure hunt” we organized at the beginning of the 
year where they were sent all over the campus to 
discover some aspects of the history of the University.  

. Larry is once more teaching, and loving the 
excitement of working with young people. He is not 
allowed to show favoritism in the classroom, of 
course, but does like to keep a special eye on the 
scholarship students to be sure they are doing OK.  

FARM NEWS  

The university farm’s new manager is a hard worker 
who likes to see results. There are many examples of 
his eagerness to improve productivity on the farm.  

December and January were difficult months for rain- 
far too little in December, far too much in early 
January. But still the crops are looking great. We had 
the chance for our first big test of the potato lifter 
bought last year. Everyone was impressed not only 
with how much work it saved, but especially the 
reduction in damaged potatoes. So much better than 
using digging forks and hoes.  

By our next letter we hope to have a picture of a new 
tractor!  

FAMILY NEWS  

Ben had an amazing trip to Nepal and is back in 
Boston writing computer code. Pule is learning to 
bake bread on the weekends. He continues to find 
working for Microsoft in Fargo challenging and  

(cont’d)  

  



Disciple Express 
(Update from Mutare cont’d)  

enjoyable Carly is amazingly busy, especially with her 
favorite sport (track- sprints are her best events) as 
well as swimming, tennis, drama, school magazine etc 
etc. She experiences!  

is trying to get the most from her last year of high 
school. Being Headgirl has given her many learning  

Michael does NOT like track, but does continue to 
train in swimming. He enjoyed a recent clinic led by 
Kirsty Coventry, the Zimbabwean Olympic backstroke 
champion. He often heads straight to the keyboard 
when he arrives home.  

LOCAL NEWS  

The mango season is almost over. Sigh. Huge one-
pound, juicy fruits for 15c each…one of the joys of 
living in Zimbabwe. India is the largest producer of 
mangoes in the world- but exports few because of 
local demand. The best mangoes we ever tasted in 
the US were at the table of a pastor 
in California who grew up in India- 
and obviously knew what a mango 
should taste like!  

Elections are still due to be held,  
but no one can say exactly when.  
President Mugabe is now 89 and  
plans to run again.  

Please pray  

Many thanks for your prayers, thoughts, emails, cards 
and support!  

Yours and His,  

Larry and Jane Kies  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for:  

For late season rains to carry the crops through.  

For peaceful elections in Zimbabwe. Many 
people are publicly calling for a non-violent 
election campaign- pray that they follow up on 
their calls.  

For Africa University to continue to grow as an 
institution serving the continent.  

For the success of the renewal of our 
work/residence permit application.  

 

See the church web page for the college 

ministry articles: 

http://www.oaklandiaumc.org/wesley-foundation  

Scholarships Available 

The Iowa United Methodist Foundation 
is reminding everyone of the availability 
of scholarships for students from Iowa 
who are planning to attend a university, 
college or vocational institution. 

Please visit www.iumf.org and click 
scholarships for more information and 
application forms. 

Applications must be postmarked no 
mater than March 15, 2013. 

OUMC also has a scholarship available 
for anyone attending Morningside 
College in Sioux City, Iowa. 

If you have a student in college, please 
contact this office with their address. We 
would like to keep in touch.  
 

http://www.oaklandiaumc.org/wesley-foundation
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Come Do the Chicken Dance with Us  

The Missions Committee is sponsoring our third annual Chicken Delight Pot Luck Dinner after 
church, March 24h. Bring a main dish that has chicken or eggs in it. We’ll provide the drinks and 
table settings.  

We will be taking an offering that Sunday for the Heifer Project. The mission of Heifer 
International is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty and to care for the earth. 
The money we raise that Sunday will go toward purchasing flocks of chickens. A good hen can lay 
up to 200 eggs a year, plenty to eat, share or sell. Heifer recipients pass on the offspring and 
training, adding chickens to communities in poverty. A flock of chicks can help families from 
Cameroon to the Caribbean add nourishing life sustaining eggs to their inadequate diets. The 
protein in just one egg is a nutritious gift for a child.  

Flock to church March 24th and then join at 11:30 for fun, food, and fellowship.  

Let our donations be something to crow about!!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Save the Date 

Fourth Annual 

Chicken Delight 
(Fundraiser for Heifer Project) 

March 24th 

(11:30 a.m.) 

Potluck 

(Bring food containing eggs or chicken.) 
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