We have survived, Jaruwary! For me anyway, it is the psychologically longest of all the
months. It just seems to go on forever! The days are short and the nights are long. It seems like every
virus on the planet is shared over the holidays and they spend the whole month working through the
community. It drags on and on, which can at times makes us feel like we are just going through the
things of life by tradition and habit. We can often feel like the life-giving, hope-filled stuff is somewhere in
the future, where we have yet to see.

In the life of the church it can be that way for some events and traditions. We get a bit mired down
in the day-to-day function and forget that we worship a God of hope, movement and energy. For this
reason, from time-to-time we must look at where we are expending energy or at least trying to expend
energy and if those things line up with our current situation. If they do, great! We move forward with en-
ergy in that area. If they don’t then that is a different conversation. In these times, we may also find that
different ways of experiencing our faith in community may come to light and again, that will need conver-
sation to see if we want to move in that direction.

For this reason there is a mailing with a February-August schedule to all households on our list.
The things on the list are some basic tasks and some special events which need cared for in the next six
months, maybe by you! You will find that most items are to “organize” so take little physical activity, but
will take communication. You are asked to build a team of several folks who you think would be able to
help you carry out the task. The work of the church is best done in
community! If you need phone numbers or emails, please contact the office.

Coming soon, there will also be communication regarding the Congregational Assessment Tool,
affectionately known as the CAT. This will be an anonymous survey which will help us guide OUMC into
the future. Each voice is important for this survey to reflect the true essence of OUMC. So, when you
see communication from the CAT Team concerning this, please reply!!

So, Kim, why? This process will help us decide what is important to our greater faith
community. If there are things which receive no attention, then we let those rest for a bit. In the midst of
this process | encourage you to also petition God for what else OUMC might be able to
accomplish in alignment with the priorities that the leadership is praying over. If you find something we
aren’t able to do alone, still share! We can always reach out to our RCA and Circuit partners to see if we
might be able to accomplish them together! The 2025 OUMC priorities are: Remembering Who We Are,
Caring for the Generations, Worship with Gratitude and Generosity, Build and Mature the OUMC Faith
Family in Leadership, and Actively Engage in RCA and Circuit Activities. Knowing these priorities as well
as focusing our energy will help give our prayers and God’s response, hope and life.

There are several options to let us know how you can assist. You may call or email the
office, mail a note or sign up on the clipboard in the entry which will be available after February 2nd.
Please take time to sign up for at least one activity. A reminder that the basics must happen, but those
events that does not have interest, will not be part of our schedule, at least through August.

| am excited about God’s dream for OUMC! | am also assured that God’s dream will come to frui-
tion through YOU!

Be blessed,; be a blessing, and take someone withv yow onthe journey! Pastor Kinm



